To the KING's moft Excellent 


* The humble Petition of Arthur Earl of Angleſey, Viſcount Yalentia, one of His «Majeſties moſt honourable Privie 
Council; Sir Zobn <Ayton Knight, and Uſher of the Black Rod; (harles TTL Peter Rycant, Hows "I 
Elwes, and 7ohn V/hitfield, Eſquires; onthe behalf of themſelves and other Creditors of 
Sit Edward Littleton, VHilliam Courten, and Sir Paul Pinderdeceaſed. 


Humbly Sheweth, 

—: whereas Sr. iam Courtes late of London Knight, an eminent Merchant, a good Servant and Subje& to the Crown o 
| England, died n the year 1636. leaving ſeverall FaQories, Forts, and Plantations in the Faft-lndies, to his Son and Heir , Wil. 
Wl /m Courten Eſlq; who afterwards, that is to ſay, in the year 1641 (inter alia) fent the good Ships , Bona Eſperanza, and Henry 
SW Bong Adventure of London, well victualled, and provided with men, money, and ammunition, and other merchandiſe, for 
wy fupport and ſupply of the ſaid Forts and FaCtories, as alſo to bring home the proceed of the ſaid Plantations, © That in the 
ſaid year 1641. the ſaid William (onrten, afligned his whole intereſt and propriety of the ſaid Ships, Adventures and Goods,to 
Sr. Edw. Littleton, for counter-ſecurity of 800001. debt, which he engaged for with the ſaid Courten. That in the year 1642 Will. 
ourten & Sr. Fdward Littleton, by their Indenture of allignment, granted and cg all the ſaid Ships and Merchandiſe, to Sr. Paul Pinder, 
with the advantage of returns for the conſideration of 24000 /. paid to the ſaid Courter,under a condition & proviloin the ſaid Indenture con- 
rained, that the ſurpluſage of the ſaid returns and produdts, ſhould go towards the ſatisfaQtion of Sr Edw.Littleton's debt, engaged for Courtes 
” asaforeſaid. © That the ShipBona Eſperan3a makinga trading voyage, between Goa in the Indies,and Macao in China,in the moneth of June 1643. 
was violently ſet uppn by two Dutch men of War, belonging to the Eaſt-India Company of Hollayud and Zealand. & That in defence of the ſaid 
* Bona Eſperanza, the Maſter of the Ship was flain, and three Seamen more, and cleven others wounded, andar laſt the ſaid Ship was taken 
between the Coaſt of Cormexdell,and the Ifland of Sumatra, in the Straights of Malacca, the men put in Irons, the Ship and goods carried away, 
to the dammage of the ſaid William Conrten and his Aſſigns, 750001. and upwards, and 2400l. to the Mariners, beſides thentter ruine of 
their Wives & Children, as by ſufficient proofs taken in the Court of Admiralty, computing the loſs of Trade, and returns thereof uſually 
accompted, may plainly appear. © That upon newes of the aid loſs , divers Creditors ( finding alſo, that the Loyaltie and anoxher Ship re- 
turned home with dead traight, by reaſon the ona Eſperanza being taken diſappointed them of Lading ) brought their a&tions at Law, 
againſt William Courten and Sr. Edward Littleton, who were torcedin the year 1644. to abſent themſelves into forreign parts, and fo conti- 
nued in obſcurity until their death. That the Ship Henry Bona Adventure being laden with Pepper and other Indiay Commodities, bound for 
Evgland, miſcarried upon the Iſland Mauritins, where the Dutch had lately planted to prevent the Eng/ish, and there the ſaid lading was taken 
| by the Dutch, 8 kept to their own accompt,to the value of 15000 /. That the Dutch Eaſt-India Company took advantage of the late diſtemper- 
| ed times, and of the diſtrafted Eſtates of Sr. Edyvard Littletonand Sr: Paul Pinder, occafioned by the failing of Wilkam Courten, whereunto 
© the ſaid Company ſo much contributed, 8 have not given any ſatisfaction for the loſs and dammages ſuſtained aforeſaid,either ro Sr, Edvvard 
' Littleton, or Sr. Paul Pinder, and ſtill retuſe the ſame to your Petitioners, as the Creditors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns of the ſaid Sr. Edvvard 
- & Sr. Pau! (although often required) but detain the whole in their hands, to the great grievance of the Creditors, contrary to the Law of Nati- 
- ons & all common right. That one Toas Abeeles as Attourney for Sr. Pau Pinder,in the year 1650.cauſed the ſaid Company to be ſummoned into 
the Court of Amiterdam, five leverall times , who by compact amongſt themſelves, had undertaken to pay 85000. Gilders (accompting 
20000 Rials, which they detained from the Portuga's, towards the Bona Eſperanza , amounting unto that ſumme ) being then 75001. ſterling, 
as the Exchange went. © That Jacob Pergims of Amſterdam, Peter Bodan Conrten of Middleborough,accepred of the {aid money,(being of the ſaid 
"Company themſelves) and became obliged to indempnitie, aud fave harmleſle, the {aid Eaſt-India Company, from all furure claims and de- 
mands of Sr. Pau; Pinder and Sr. Edvvard Littleton, or any others under them, for the lols and dammages aforeſaid, and as they pretend, paid 
to David Gonbard a Banckrupt, as part owner of the Ship Bonz Eſperanza, and the remainder kept to their own accompt z 
Edvvard Littzetonand Sr. Pau! Pinder, beſides their great engagements for debts, were ſequeſted for the Kings Caulc, and fo 

for the ſaid loſs and dammages, become forfeited to the Commonwealth of Eng/and tor their Delinquencie. 


ſome part thereof 
reporting that Sr. 
their expectations 


Now for as much as many Families of England are undone by theſe and ſuch like attempts of the Dutch , and that the Pe- 
 titioners and other Creditors have no remedy to acquire their juſt demands in the Premiſſes from the ſaid Eaſt-India 
Company of Holland, but by the aid of your Sacred Majeſtic : «May it therefore pleaſe your Majeſtic to grant 

your Petitioners Letters of Reprilal ont of your Majeſties High Court of Admiralty, to continue in force and 

power againſt the Dutch, until your Petitioners be repaired the /aid loſie and dammages ſuſtained by them as aforeſaid, 
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